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£ Christmas
IfJyGSrTT would be Impossible to express

0/\A II V\ in brief form all that .the feast

|1 35V of tfle Nativity of Jesus means

KAy^ H ^ to the Catholic Church To her it
"w'&s £5\ is the celebration of the birth of

1 IU.*v II a J the **edeemer wh°tehu'(c^ U vWk 1112111 race an<* °* ^er own ^lv'ne
founder It is full of the moat

beautiful and pregnant lessons, and she tries to

impress them on her children. Because of its
richness she really begins her celebration of Its

solemnity four weeks before its arrival, since
the whole of advent Is nothing but a preparation

H for the feast of Christmas. To look at only a

little part of her teaching, w'e can find in the

liturgy itself of Christmas Day a treasure house

P| of Christian doctrine

ye* On that day the priests of the Church are

permitted to celebrate three masses instead of

h| the one which they may celebrate on every other

day of the year In these three masses a whole
9k course of Christian theology is contained. In the

first is commemorated the temporal birth of our

iS Christian}
OUNTLESS weeds had spread

h» over a beautiful meadow.
ffiE Yuf /t^rvijrtli" And in order to get rid of

Ithem the tenants of the
51 meadow mowed them, but

rj\ \AOjyQjjj the weeds only Increased In

consequence. And now the
kind, wise master came to

visit the tenants of the meadow, and among the
other good counsels which he gave them he told
them they ought not to mow the weeds, since
that only made them grow the more luxuriantly,
but that they must pull them up by the roots.

But either because the tenants of the meadow
did not, among the other prescriptions of the
good master, take heed of his advice not to mow

down the weeds, but to pull them up, or because
they did not understand him, or because, accordingto their calculations, it seemed foolish, to

men 1 f wtoo that V*la Qflvioo nrtt tr\ mnw
UUCjr, liic J COW1V Y»WQ «,»uv »i«w »vv v» vv M.V *

the weeds but to pull them up was not followed,
just as If he had never proffered It, and the
men went on mowing the weeds and spreading
them. £ V 'T

(&tif rates
HERE are a few among the count,e88millions of the race who have

<*!«l /\ defied the law of oblivion; whose

''~)Jfo)i ?&)) leaf has not faded, and whose
names cannot be forgotten. Their

*P«5v^ achievements rise like Alps above

Tl s All the Pla,n of human labor; their

X\V^ Cf'/j/Jj services remain the permanent
tr>^£l5Lj" 3L*S 1 rltage of the race.

One Man has Immortality of the first order, who

does not live In books or works, but has His eternal
I home In the heart of His disciples. It was fitting that

a monument in stone should be raised to Columbus to

remind his fellow-countrymen of his genius, his perseverance,his courage, his triumph, but no one as yet
has been capable of proposing a statue to Jesus Christ,
It were an impossible stupidity, it were an actual blasphemy-And why? Because He 1s not distant, but

present, more real than those we see and touch, tc

whom an Innumerable multitude bow their souls mornrajing and evening every day. Without Jesus risen frorr

m the dead and stainless In His perfection some woulc

hardly care to live; and for Jesus, who left this worlc
almost nineteen centuries ago. more men and womer

3y Hev.Dr.
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grrttton s
Blessed Lord, the gospel of the mass being taken
from St. Luke where he narrates the coming of
Christ into the world at Bethlehem, stirring the
hearts of men by the vivid picturing of the

sweet, humble nativity of the King of Heaven.
In the second, the gospel is again taken from

St. Luke and tells of the spiritual birth of Christ
in the hearts of men represented in the shepherdsto whom the coming of Christ was announcedby the angels and who received the

message in faith and humility and hastened to

adore the new-born Redeemer
In the third is celebrated the eternal birth of

the Son of God, the second person of the everblessedTrinity,' the Ineffable Word of God, the

gospel being taken from that sublime beginning
01 me v>ospei oi cm. junn. ru me uegiiimiig

was the Word, and. the Word was with God, and
the Word was God".that stupendous exordium
which has caused the Evangelist to be figured
as an eagle, since its Intellectual flight is best

represented by the flight of the king of birds, at

which soars higher and into a clearer and rarer C

parable &
And now, as time went on, it occurred to one

man who saw the wretched condition into which
the meadow had fallen, and who found among
the master's forgotten prescriptions the rule

not to mow the weeds, but to pull them up by
the roots.It occurred to the man, I say, to remindthe tenants of the meadow that they were

acting foolishly, and that their folly had long
ago been pointed out by the. kind, wise master.

But what do you think! Instead of putting
credence In the correctness of this man's recollections,and in case they proved to be reliable
ceasing to mow the weeds, and In case he were

mistaken proving to him the Incorrectness of his

recollections, or stigmatizing the good, wise master'srecommendations as impracticable and not

obligatory upon them, the tenants of the meadow
did nothing of the eort, but they took exception
to this man's recollections and began to abuse
him. Some called him a conceited fool who

imagined that he was the only one to understandthe master's regulations; others called him
a malicious, false Interpreter and slanderer; still hi

others, forgetting that he was not giving them of

t Immortal ^
wuui'l tutf tiicLil ivi any vuicx v;auoc uu cai m, tuiu iuy/

would be the best 'blood of the race.

What circumstances lent their help to this Man?
What part did He take In face of the world? What
means did He use to win this authority? Three years
or less was the measure of Jesus' public career from
the day the Baptist declared Him the Lamb of God
spoken .of by ancient prophecy to the day when He
was offered on the Cross as the Passover according to

the prophets. He was bom of a nation which had been
scattered and peeled.without a king, without liberty,
without a voice; a nation suspected, discredited, hated.
The son of a peasant mother. He was a carpenter by
trade, and a'poor man all His days; as soon as He becameknown to His people He was persecuted, and in
the end condemned to death as a blasphemer. His
own family was divided over Him.His mother, with
some fears and doubts, clinging to Him, his brothers

» refusing to believe in Him. A Roman Judge condemned
Him, but not before his own wife had interceded for

i Him; if Roman soldiers nailed Him to the Cross, a

I Roman officer bore witness to His righteousness; and
I if the thief crucified on one side Insulted Jesus, the
i thief on the other side believed in HJm. None could
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s own opinions, but was only reminding them i

the prescriptions of the wise master whom t

be neutral, none could disregard Him; there wa.*t a divisionof the people concerning Jesus.
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more divinely Christian, than the doctrine thus
preached by the liturgy of the Church on this
day?

Then. too. through all of the liturgy of this holy
time runs the teaching that the Incarnation of
the Word of God presupposes the fall of man

from a state of supernatural grace and intends
the redemption of men from the condition of sin
and servitude to which they had sunk and their
restoration to the place in God's loving economy
from which they had fallen. To accomplish this
the most wonderful act of the divinity was

employed.
Man had been created "to the image and likenessof God," not only so far as his natural gifts

were concerned, but especially in that he was

placed at once in a supernatural state of exceptionalgrace. Prom this state he had fallen by
sin. God's love longed to see him once more

truly like to Himself, for he had been brought
to sin by the false promise that he should be
Qflll mnro 111/o fa If Ko rifAiiM Kn f Aaf /\f * Vi a

tree of the knowledge of good and evil. How

ga £ount
hey all revered, called him a dangerous man

>ecause he wished to pull up the weeds and

leprlve them of their meadow. "He says we

ught not to mow the meadow," said they, pur>oselysuppressing the fact that the man did
tot say that It was not necessary to destroy the
veeds, but said that they should pull them up
>y the roots Instead of mowing them, "but If
ve do not destroy the weeds, then they will

pread and wholly ruin our meadow."
The same thing took place in my own case

/hen I pointed out the injunction of the evan-

relical teaching about the non-resistance of evil <

>y violence. This rule was laid down by Christ
md after Him in all times by all His true disci- (

>les. But either because they did not notice this £

ule, or because they did not understand it. or t

>ecause* its fulfilment seemed to them too diffl-

:ult, as time went the more completely this rule 1

vas forgotten, the further the manner of men's i

ives departed from this rule; and finally it came i

:o the pass to which it has now come, that this £

-ule has already begun to seem to people some;hlngnew, strange, unheard-of, and even foolish.

.it fill
This controversy would doubtless be laid to rest by

His death, and only All a footnote In the history of
the Jewish people.Jesus of Nazareth, a local agitator
and heretic, crucified under Pontius Pilate, about 33.

Nothing could be more unlikely than that this commotionIn a petty province should affect pagan society,
and a Galilean prophet arouse the Roman Empire. The
attitude of Rome to all religions was consistent and
characteristic.a policy of cynical contempt and worldlyopportunism. As it happened, however, the faith of
Jesus was so virile and assured, so Insistent and aggressive,that It came as a living torch into society,
and set every man on Are as friend or foe.
Once this man had established Himself In history

He became a permanent factor.a disturbing force
never 10 ue evauea, ever 10 ue recnunea wun. ine

great movement of the Middle Ages was the Crusades,
and there the chivalry of the West flung Itself on the
East, for the most romantic end.to recover the tomb
of Jesus from the Saracen. The Reformation opened
the modern age, and while many causes fed Its
strength, the deepest was the relation of the human
soul to Jesus. No wars have been so fierce or relentlessas the wars of religion, which have drenched so

Eli >1 IT)/> -a 4"/> 4s\

t Me United States, i

then was man to be once more made "like unto
God?" Only the infinite Intelligence and Infinite
love of an infinite God could have divined the
way.

In a person absolutely one and divine both
natures, the human and the divine, should be
united. Then indeed, and more truly than in the
beginning, would man be made "to Our image
and likeness." To effect this, the Son of God,
the Word of the divinity, came forward and
offered to take on himself and on to his divine
eternal personality poor weak human nature
The result was Christ, one only divine personalitvuniting In himsplf hnth natnrpa Hlvlna onri H6

human. What a wonderful and what a perfect
and efficacious redemption! Man was Indeed
once more made "to Our image and likeness."

For this reason we proclaim daily with the
Apostle that "there is given to man no other
name under heaven whereby he may be saved."
In the name and in the person of Christ Jesus
alone is salvation for all mankind.

Jtro (Tolstoi >

As the tenants of the meadow purposely shut
heir eyes to the fact that the counsel was not

:o give up destroying the weeds, but to destroy
hem oy a dinerent method, ana saia, we win

lot listen to this man; he is a fool; he forbids us

to mow down the weeds and tells us to pull
them up".so In reply to my reminder that ac;ordlngto Christ's teaching in order to annihilateevil we must not employ violence against
t, but must destroy It from the root with love,
nen said: "We will not listen to him; he is a

tool; he advises not to oppose evil to evil so that
;vil may overwhelm us."

And I was misunderstood as saying that
Christ taught that we must not resist evil. And
ill those whose lives were based on violence, and
:o whom in consequence violence was dear, were

glad to take such a misconstruction of my

words, and at the same time of Christ's words,
ark/3 1+ nroo atrnnroH that tVia too rs V» f nor of n ah.
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resistance of evil was incredible, stupid, godless
ind dangerous. And men calmly continue under
the guise of destroying evil to make It more

widely spread.

Jan fljaclarra
many lands in blood, and without Jesus of Nazareth
they had never been known. As He moves down the
paths of the West, kings and peoples seise their
swords; Jesus confounds politics and commerce; He
lights the fires of persecution and fierce debate; He
makes inquisitors and martyrs; no ruler could make a

plan without counting in Jesus; no treaty could stand
unless It had Jesus' name; no peace could last a month
unless it had His blessing.

It may seem that in our century we have thrown oft
this dominion of Jesus and are able to forget Him, but
it is only an affectation of indifference. Never were

mere so many lives of Jesus written; never so much
attention given to His actual words; never such anxietyto send forth His Gospel. Were a parchment discoveredin an Egyptian mound six Inches square containingfifty words which were certainly spoken by
Jesus, this utterance would count more than all the
books which had been published since the first century.
If a veritable picture of the Lord could be unearthed
from a catacomb, and the world could see with its own
eye8 what like He was. It would not matter that Its
colors were faded and that It was roughly drawn; that
picture would have at once a solitary place amid ths
treasures of art.


